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Statements

Mission Statement
Drawing on its cultural richness, creativity, and tradition of scholastic excellence, 
the Cheltenham School District strives to nurture each child through a wealth of 
academic endeavors and community partnerships that provide the skills and vision 
needed to lead a productive and meaningful life beyond our classroom walls.

Vision Statement
With a clear connection between the classroom and the world, the Cheltenham 
School District will strive for excellence by:

1. inspiring our students to develop principled and knowledgeable responses to 
the local, national, and global challenges of the 21st century;

2. actively engaging parents in their children’s intellectual, social, and moral 
education;

3. encouraging faculty and staff to continually broaden the web of connections 
between their academic disciplines and the world on which they depend;

4. stimulating dynamic leadership of building and district administrators; and
5. creating partnerships with community individuals, institutions, organizations, 

and businesses that model real-world connections for all students.



To push excellence today without 
continuing to push for access for 
less privileged students is to 
undermine the crucial but 
incomplete gains that have been 
made. Equity and excellence cannot 
be divided. Ernest L. Boyer 

EQUITY - ACCESS - OPPORTUNITYEQUITY - ACCESS - OPPORTUNITY



Cultural proficiency is the key to thriving in culturally diverse classrooms 
and schools - and it can be learned, practiced, and institutionalized to better 
serve diverse students, their families, and their communities.

Cultural competence is the ability to successfully teach students who 
come from a culture or cultures other than our own. It entails developing 
certain personal and interpersonal awareness and sensitivities, 
understanding certain bodies of cultural knowledge, and mastering a set 
of skills that, taken together, underlie effective cross-cultural teaching and 
culturally responsive teaching. This learning will enrich and prepare us for 
life in our 21st century, global society and support the elimination of the 
achievement gap and other disparities.

Cultural Proficiency 



Educational equity is a shared commitment to ensure that every student gets what they 
need to be successful. The Cheltenham School District's Board of School Directors and 
Administration believe that all students, regardless of background or identity, must be given 
meaningful and engaging learning opportunities and allowed to thrive. It is unacceptable that 
the educational outcomes of students in our district are overwhelmingly predictable based 
on students’ race, socioeconomics, ethnicity or learning differences. 

Our community’s future success depends on our willingness, commitment and ability to 
effectively address equity challenges. To this end, we will dismantle institutional barriers by 
adopting policies and practices and strategically allocating resources that support access and 
opportunity for each and every student.

Educational Equity





Cultural Proficiency Equity Student Ambassadors
What: The official pinning of the Cultural Proficiency and Equity Student 

Ambassadors 
When: Wednesday, Feb. 12, 6 p.m.
Where: Upper Dublin High School Performing Arts Center 

The goal of the cultural proficiency equity student ambassadors is to provide 
students the opportunity to:
● Develop a cultural proficiency/Equity student leadership council
● Build capacity to engage and serve as allies for their peers and others
● Create a space for student voice on social justice issues
● Develop strategies to self-advocate
● Establish peer leadership opportunities
● Develop student diversity trainers

Cultural 
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Pinning
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Culture and Resource Center Reopening

Reopening Thursday, February 20th



PAsmart 
Grant 

PDE awarded Cheltenham 

a $35,000 PAsmart grant 

to support the 

development of a K-8 

computer science 

program so all students 

have the opportunity to 

learn skills in 

understanding and 

designing algorithms and 

programming, computing 

systems, networking and 

the impacts of computing.



Elementary 
Reading Series

The Office of Education has scheduled  presentations by four 

leading book companies to assist in the selection of an 

elementary reading series. The companies were contacted 

based on the recommendations from the Curriculum Instruction 

& Professional Development (CIPD) Committee: 

● Fountas & Pinnell

● Journeys

● My View

● Wonders



Student 
News

● Panthers Boys Basketball won the SOL American Conference 
championship for the first time in more than a decade.

● Panthers host the winner of Friday’s Upper Darby - Souderton 
game on Tuesday, Feb. 18 in the District 1 tournament.

● For the first time in school history, Boys Basketball (14-0) and 
Football (6-0) both won the American Conference title in the 
same season, both with unblemished records.



The Cheltenham chapter of the National Art Honor Society 
inducted the 17 members of its second class in late January. 
To gain induction, members must complete service hours and 
hold at least a 3.0 GPA. Members are strongly encouraged to 
take one art class and hold a B average in that course.

Student 
News

Eight Cheltenham 
High School girls made 
their debut as the CHS 
Dance Squad at 
halftime of the boys 
basketball game on 
Tuesday, Feb. 4.

The CBK Library has been busy 
helping those who need it the most, 
collecting food and books and helping 
younger students transition to 
kindergarten. During January, the 
CBK community collected 500 
canned goods for a local 
food pantry, added more 
than 1,000 books to its 
future lending library to 
combat book deserts and 
created 400 kindergarten 
welcome kits.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XnDNHA-oWV0


Educational 
Affairs 

Committee

Date: Tuesday, Feb. 18, 2020
Location: Administration Building
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Topic: Homework Committee Recommendations



Date: Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2020
Location: Administration Building
Time: 8 a.m.
Topics: Property Records

Disposal of District-Owned Books and Supplies
Disposal of District-Owned Equipment
Academic Failures and Make Up
Promotion and Retention
Student Identification Cards
Student Rights and Responsibilities
Vocational Education

Policy 
Committee



Date: Thursday, Feb. 27, 2020
Location: Administration Building
Time: 7 p.m.
Topics: Communications Analytics 

Alumni Association Update
Events Overview

Communications 
Committee



Facilities &
Finance    

Committee

Date: Tuesday, March 3, 2020
Location: Administration Building
Time:          7 p.m.
Topics: 2018-2019 Audit Review

2019-2020 Budget Status
2020-2021 Budget Update
Review of PDE’s decision on referendum 
exception submission



Calendar
Reminders

Early Dismissal:
Wednesday, Feb. 12

● Cheltenham High School | 1:30 p.m.
● Cedarbrook Middle School | 2:10 p.m.
● Elkins Park School | 2:40 p.m.
● K – 4 Schools | 2:45 p.m.

Schools Closed: 
Friday, Feb. 14

● Staff Professional Development Day 

Schools and Administrative Buildings Closed: 
Monday, Feb. 17

● Presidents Day 


